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SERMON 

dd Preached before the 5 
HOUSE of PEERS 

; LN THE. 

| Aztty of WESTMINSTER, 

t; On the Fifth of November, 1689, 


Micah VI. Verſe 5. 
| 0 my People, remember now what Balak King 
of Moab conſulted, and what Balaam the Son of 


| Beor anſwered him from Shittim unto Gilg, that ye 
| may know the Righteouſneſs of the Lord. 


| HERE, is fomewhat in Eaſe and Pro- 
3 ſperity , that does ſo weaken the 


| A Minds of Men, whoare apt enough, 
| vven withour that ſoftning, to forget all the 
| Good they receive, and both the Author of it, 
and the Inftruments made uſe of by him in: 


A 3 it, 
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it, that it is neceſſary to call upon them often 
to reflet on what 1s paſt ; and that not on- 
ly on theſe. viſible Bleſſings of God to them, 
that fall under the | obſervation of all: the 
World, but on the ſecret methods, as well a 
the hidden deſigns of Providence. We are 
naturally apt to flatter our ſelves fo much, 


that we do eafily imagine, thar the happy | 
things which at any time befal us, are the > | 
fefts of our Wiſdom, or the rewards of our | 
Vertues ; if a worſe pines does not cor. 

cribe them either to Fate | 


rupt us, and make us a 
or Chance. 


No Nation had ever ſuch a wonderful ſe. Þ 
ries of Bleſſings, that did ſo diſtinguiſh them | 
from all the World round about them, and 
gave them ſuch ſignal Evidences of God' 
Power and greatnels, of his Mercy and e i 
verity, of his hatred of Idolatry, as well as of 
the Authoricy of their Law and Religion, as 
the. Jews had; and yet never was there any 
Nation under Heaven that was fo .apt to for 
get all this, and to revolt from God into tha | 
very Idolatry, which they ſaw -him puniſh. | - 
ſeverely in others. Never was there a mor | 


n 
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in Egypt, in the Red Sea, and on Mount Sinai; 


the Miracles came fo thick one after another, 
they Were both 1o various and extraordinary, 
and they were ſo often 'and fo long repeated, 
that to one who lays together all that they 
aw in a courſe of Forty years, it appears as 


aſtoniſhing a- part of that Hiſtory as any of 


all the Miracles recorded in ir, that a People, 
which. had ſuch a wonderful Evidence given 
them. for their Religion, ſhould yethave been 
fo bent to Idolatry, and fo apt to forget God, 
and all that he had done for them. No Na- 
tion now in the World can be in this reſpe& 
Þ guilry as they were, becauſe none have ſeen. 
fuch Miracles. 

But ſerting aſide extraordinary things, it may 
be affirmed without any arrogant. preferring. 
our own Nation to others, or any partiality 
for our ſelves, in imagining that we are God's 
favourite People ; that within this laſt Age (or, 
if we will carry up the matter to ſo bleſſed a 
Period as the Reformation ,, that ever fince 


that time) we have had as many of the diſtin- 


guiſhing Characters of the Jewiſh[Nation upan 
us, borh.in the Bleſſings that we have received 


from God on the one hand, and in. our. In- 


gratitude 
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gratitude to him on the- other , as any under 
Heavens. | | 
The wonderful conjun&ure of Circum- 
ſtances that concurred -to give the Reformats 
on its firſt footing 'among us ; The terrible 
but ſhort lived ſhaking it had in Queen 
Mary's time, which ſerved only to awaken, and 
to prepare the Nation to the long and: glorious 
Reign of Queen 'Elizabeth ; The diſcoverin 
and defeating all the Defigns that were laif 
both againſt her Perſon and Government; The 
ſignal overthrow of the 'boaſted Invincible 4- 
mada, The Uniting - the Iſland afterwards un 
der one Head ; ' by - which - we were delivered 
from the danger of War within-our ſelves 
"The many Revellions of the I;ſh, which gave 
oceaſion/to: fo vaſt a'Coleny to be fent thi 
'ther, -which Teridred: that Iſland that had been 
.an Incumbrance on : the Government” before, 
.fo/uſeful iro it. The-cncreafe 'of our Trade, 
:the :many Colonies * that'we thave fent into 
America. ' The' preſerving-tts” during our Civil 
-Wats,'fromt being/ made*aprey to our Neigh 
:bours y--and'\ from 'Stringers- getting-'footing 
among us. {The putting an end to Anarchy 
and-Enthufizfm'mm-fo - ferene-a manner in the 
_” Year 


Novemb. 5. 1689. 


Year 60. the long continued Peace and Hap- 
neſs ſince that time, and the preſerving us 
tom our own Follies, and the reſtraining 
thoſe Paſſions which had like to have been fa- 
al to us, if the precipitated haſte of our E- 
nemies had not brought us to our Senſes a- 
rain before it was too late. 

| But to come to the repeated Deliverances of 
this Auſpicious Day, when one Train that was 
id to blow up the Nation, in its Head and 
Repreſentatives, that was ſo well managed, 

[2nd brought ſo near the Critical Minute, was 

juſt then diſcovered and prevented ; and now 

gain, when another that was laid to deſtroy 

both Church and State, not only in their Repre- 

{ntatives but in Perſon, has Fn not indeed 

diſcovered, but happily prevented and brought 

to nothing. For our late Conſpirators were not 

cautious as to hide the Fuel that was pre- 

red for our Deſtruction, ſince we ſaw them 

ferſecute in ſo many other places of Europe ar 

the ſame time that they talked of Toleration 

ere among us. When, I ſay, we have had 

lich a Series of Deliverances, as perhaps can- 

ot be matched in Hiſtory, ſince that of the 

Jraelites coming out of Egypt ; there is but one 

| thing 
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thing wanting to make the Parallel compley hand 
and that is our Ingratitude. 
The Iſraelites were always murmauring bog ſſvhat 
againſt God, and againſt the Inſtruments whonſſus? | 
he had raiſed up for their Deliverance ; 2nd akÞlgion 
all that they had ſeen to render [dolatry detel;ſſboth 
able to them, yer they were always apt to ſÞnd 
lapſe into it. Burt here the Parallel agrees wy In the 
exactly ; forit is but too apparent, thar upyÞPate, 
every new Inſtance of Gods care of US, - We an Ec 
have given alſo new Inſtances of our Rel 
lion and Ingratitude, of our nor only forge ſing: 
ting his Mercies, but Repining ar them, af 
of our hardning our elves in onr Vices anlfſÞ ord 
ill Nature. God charged his Ancient People pore 
the Words before my Text, O my People whaÞenier 
have IT done #nto thee, and wherem have T weary!" © 
thee; teſtifie againſt me, for. I brought, thee up oi 
of the Land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out pered 
the Houje of Servants ; and TI ſent before thee | 
fes, 4rron, and Miriam, Thele Words may tt 
applied co this Nation, in ſome reſpect, mor 
licerally than to the Jews, for they might hav | 
ſaid that God had wearied them, by giving 
them a Religion that had {o many troubleſon i gf 
and coſtly Rites in it; though on the othe 
| | hand 
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hind theſe were nothing in Compariſon of 
the Rites of Paganiſm round about them ; but 
i Shar can we object ro God's methods towards 
nfs? He has given us a plain and fimple Re- 
«livin ; he has delivered us from all Bondage, 
i both in our Spiritual and Temporal Concerns ; 
«Bind he has ſent us mighty Deliverers; Aarons 
vn the Church, and Moſes and Miriams in the 
Kate, an Elizabeth and a MAR Y, as well 25 
ie an Edward, a Charles, and a WILLIAM. 

4 But becauſe a general View of too many 
+ things may tend to Evaporate our Thoughts, 
the: than to fix them. There is in the 
Fords that I have read, one Particular ſet 
aÞcfore che {raelites, which carries indeed a great 
Þariery of Inſtraction in ic: They are called 
|" to remember what Balak the Kings of Mhab 
i inſulted, and what Balaam the Son of Beor An- 
Worred, | | | 

| order ro the ſerting this in its true light, 
Þ will be neceſſary to take a ſhort view of 
ſur Tranſaction. When the Tſraclites, after 
jar long march through the Wilderneſs, were 
@nencar the Border 


Pc! er of the Land, which God 
9 given them, . two Kings. that were in their 
ſe); Sibon King 'of the' Anorites, and Og the yum, 1,c 
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the King of Baſhan, not only refuſed they : 


paſſage through their Kingdoms, which ther 


had defired in a Regular and Peaceable wal 
but not ſatisfied with this, they carried the My 
ter further, and brought together their Forces 
ſtop their march ; bur they were defeated aniff 
their Kingdoms were conquered. Upon ti; 
Balak King of Moab apprehended thar he mich} 
likewiſe become a Prey to them : (o he fanyſ 
ing, according to the Idolatry of that time 
that there were Peculiar Gods for every Natinf 
and that the Succeſſes of a Nation dependif 
on the prevalency of the Deity chat protetti 
it, ſent to Balaam, who was a Prophet held 
Veneration in thoſe Parts, hoping that if I 
could be got to carfe them, chen the Divuſſ 
ty which inſpired him would eſpouſe the Qui 
rel. Ir were too long a Digreflion here toaſ 
amine Balaams Prophecy, who ſeems to haiſf 


acknowledged the true God, and to have h 


Divine Inſpirations. He had a ſtrange mixunſſ 
in him, an Awe of God, and yer a love 
Money ; he was a Prophet of God, and ji 


2 Servant of the Devil ; he either could 
or would not falſific the Divine Enthufiln 
that were Imprelſt on his Mind, and ye i 

| co 
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ould give the moſt effectual Council poſlible 
to Balak, for his firſt debauching the Tjraelites, 
and then deſtroying them. The moſt proba- 


I: ble account of Balaam's Inſpiration is this, chat 


God continued for ſome Ages after the Flood, 
to raiſe up in ſeveral Nations Prophets by an 
immediate Commiſſion to be his Witneſles a- 
oainſt Idolatry, and againſt the Corruption of 
the Traditional Religion, which was handed 
down by the firſt and longJiv'd Patriarchs : 
Bur ſo imperfect was this Conveiance, though 
the long Lives of the Fathers gave it advan- 
tages, which it could never have ſince tha time, 
that Men did very quickly corrupt both their 
Religion and their Morals ; and in Abraham's 
time Idolatry had got ſtrange footing all the 
World over : Men in'all Ages have had a 
ſtrange biaſs to a ſenſible Religion, and to a 
viſible Object of it. In many of theſe Nati. 
ons it is highly probable, that God raiſed up 
both Prophets and Preachers of Righteouſneſs, 
that ſo they might be without excuſe : And as 
Noah warned the Old World, and Lot the Men 
of Sodom, before thoſe Terrible Judgments of 
God which deſtroyed them fell upon them ; 
ſo Melchiſedeck and Balaam leem to have been 

inſpired 
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inſpired Perſons, in whom God made the laſt Ef- Þ 7 

fay upon thele Nations, Bur with this difterence B 

tharthe former was a Perſon tha: did in all things ar 

anſ{wer his Character; whereas the other was on. | t 

I; paſliy ein his In{pirations ; ; but thele had noe. Þ 

fect upon himlcif ; fo thar while he Preach:dto |} ti 

others he himſelf was a Re probate: For though | 7 

God made {uch irr-pre{fionson his Imagination, at 

as gave him views of future F ents, a and faraiſh: be 

ed him in the expreiiing hem with a due de. | « 

gree of Sublimiry of Stilz, yet theſe neicher | fi 

came from his Heart, nor "— make any Im: th 

preſſion upon 1t. He loved Batak's Preſents, | & 

Numb 22. 7. Which are called rhe rewards of his Divmatim, | NV 
ſo well, that he would gladly have done any |} vi 

thing to have deſerved thein ar his hands ; yet Wi 

he was 1o reſtrained by the Divine Prohibiti FR 

on, that he refuſed ro go to him athirſt : Bura | ta 

"EN ſecond Meſlage, carried by more Honourable || an 
I5. Micllengers, enforced with a Promiſe of Pro- Þ of! 


moting him to great honour, and of doing whatſoever Þ th 
be ſhould defire of him, was a Bait which he Þ} Ar 
could not reject ; fo his Heart being feton go: || he 
ing, God fo far gave way to it, that he {uf || fi 
verſe z. fered him to go, that from the - Prophefies ff &x 
which he ſhould be forced to Pronounce, there | of 


"might 


. 
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might be a farther Declaration made of his 

Bleſſing the Tſraelites, not only in the Succeſs 

and Proſperity that was then to atrend upon 

them; but in that wonderful view that was o1- 

yen him of a Star, that ata grear diſtance of 

time ſhould ſhine, and that then a Scepter ſhould Numb. 24. 

riſe out of Tſrael, ro which all the Nations round "0 OY 

about ſhould fubmyz ; for .out of Jacob ſhould 

he com? that. was to have Dominion. Balak ac- 

cording to his fond and Superſtitions Notions, 

fancied thar the offering many Sacrifices, and 

the giving Balaam a new Proſpect of the Tſra- 

elites in feveral Places, would have changed the 

Matter ; and lo he gave him three different 

| views of them, at every one of ' which there 

were Seven Alrars built, and a Bullock and a 

Ram were offered on every one of theſe Al. 

| rars; but all the Preparation char Balak made, 

| and ail this ſhifting the Scene fo ofcen, had no 

other E&:&, bur that reiterated Bleſſings ON Numb. 23-24, 

me Tirachites were Pronounced art every time : 

| And when this provoked Balak fo much, that » 

| he would have no more of Balaam's* Prophe- tans. 2, 

| ſes, he then of himſelf gave forth the moſt {1c 

 expre{s and poſitive one of them all, in favour 

| of- the Jewiſh Nation, of their Succeſs, and 
| | of 
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of that vaſt Glory that ſhould accrue to them, 
when that Prince, whole appearance ſhould be 
accompanied with a Star, ſhould come. But | þ 
though Balaam, as he ſaid himſelf, had no power | þ; 
to ſpeak any thing but the words which God ſhould | þ 
put m his mouth ; in which it ſeems he was ſo | 4 
intirely Paſſive, that he was nor at all Maſter Þ 
of himſelf, when he fell into thoſe Trances; | ng 
yet after thoſe Eflays he had vainly made to | the 
Curſe them, he offer d an advice to Balak, that Þ the 
had a more certain Effect than all the Curſes | an 
that were defired from him could have had; | $; 
which was this, he knew well that God's fa- Þ by 
vour to that People was Conditional, and ſo | up 
could laſt no longer than they ſhould continue | fide 
obſerving their Part of the Covenant ; there- Þ Mo 
fore he Counſelled Balak to endeavour firſt to Þþ the | 
Corrupt theirMorals,and then to Debauch them | cha 
in their Religion ; or as it is expreſſed by the Þþ his 

Spirit of God, Rev. 2. 4. He taught Balak t Þ tru 
caſt a Stumbling-block before the People of Tſrael, to Þ wer 
eat thmgs Sacrific d to Idols, and to commit Fornica Þþ nacl, 
tion; tewd Women were ſent in among. them, | whe 
to intice them firſt ro Vice, and then to the Þ one: 
Idolatry of Baal-peor ; the Rites of which were Þ| ſlitur 
ſo Indecent, that as the Scripture wraps them Þ that: 


up {Obje 


Numb.s 2. 2 Zo 
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| Shittim, which is here mentioned in my Text; 
| but when the Wrath of God had broke out, ,_. 
| upon them, in fo ſevere a manner; that be- 
| hides the deſtruction made by the Plague, 
| Miſes was commanded by God to hans vp all 
| the leads of the People agamſt the Sun; and he 
| charged the Judges to flay every one of them 
| bs: Men that were joined unto  Baalpeor ; this 
 ſtruck- the. whole Congregation, fo that they 
| were weeping before the Door of the Taber- 
| nacle. But {o impudeart a thing is Vice, 
| when ſtrengthned by Idolatry, that Zmmri, 
| one of the Princes of Tſjrael, brought in a Pro- 
ſtirute before chem all, as if he had gloried in 
that” which was his ſhame. 
Obje&t rhat muſt needs have given. Horrour 


_— 
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CO m—— 


up in general words; ſoit is better to pals 
them over, than to explain them, "This 
had the deſired effect ; the People did defile 


| themſelves in both ; They ſate-down to ent and 


Bur, thoush God 


drink, ' and roſe up to play. 


| was by this highly provoked, ve: he would 
| not deliver them up into the Hands ot 
| their Enemies, he ſent a Plague among 


them, by which in one day there fell Four 
and twenty Thouland. This was done in Numb. 24, 


, I, 


This was an 
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Pl. 112. $, «9. 
Vf. 116. 5. 
Frov. 10. 2, 
Mar, 1, 19. 
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to all that ſaw it, and-it raiſed ſuch. Indig- 


| 
nation in Phinehas, that in a Tranſport-of Zeal | | 
he killed them! both; upon which the Plagye 
was ſtaid, God was reconciled to his People, | } 
and' in a Batrel which they. had foon af} | 
this, Balaam, that was the Aurnor of this cur. Þ { 
ſed Advice, was ſlain : This is that tranſagi- Þ { 
on which the Prophet calls upon them wf x 
remember, and in doing. it; to conſider of- the Þ fl 
Righteouſneſs of the Lord. . Righteonfneſs in 'the | & 
{tri notion of the Word, 1s Juftice ; and in| P 
that fence they might, in calling ro mind the Þ bi 
paſſages of thar ſtory, reflect on God's rig} th 
reous Judgments in puniſhing their Fathers, | to 
when they had departed from him, in (ead-| bc 
ing a Plague among them ; in ſtopping itÞ 6 
upon their Repenrance, and upon Phinebass} Re 
zealous deportment ; and in turning. tie « 
courſe of his Wrath upon the wicked Idft-Þ 54 
ments that had caſt thvſe Femptations if the! 
their way, and particularly on Balaam, thep + 
chief Author of the: Counſel. Bur if Rghtf as 
onſneſs may be taken, as it- often is, in ala} no! 
ger fence, for Goodneſs and Macy, then thekf and 
words impor: this, That in refle&ing onthaÞ not 


Story, they. ſhonld obſerve God's Goodnelsi 
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has aPeopte;,i in aiſippoining all the Def Ions 
of: their Enemies ; in reſtraining a falſe Pro- 
pher, that would have willingly divined for 
hire, and propheſied whatſoever Balak ſhould 
have dictated to him ; and afterwards, in not 
ſuffering that Corruption, which began ro 
ſprexd among the [ſraclites, to go long un- 

puniſhed ; bur by the early puniſhing of a few, 
leving the Progrels of the Defection;and upon 
that zealous performance ofPhinehas, ſtaying the 
Plague likewite, Here are eminent Characters 
both of Juſtice and Mercy: And therefore, ſince 
the; People were at this time ſo- apt to Fall 5 in 
wo: [doJarry, it was- fit ro pur them in mind 
both: of the Severity and of the Goodneſs of 
God, that in both they might ſce effectual 
Reaſons ro perlwade them to ſerve God , as 
is expreſſed in the following words, in dong 
Juſtice, 'lovins Mercy, and m walking humbly with 
their Ged. 

So far I have gone in explaining my Text, 
as 1c related to the People of T/r -"y me 
now:.to make 1t look towards this Nation, 
and' the Bleflings of this Happy day : I ſhall 
not ſtretch the Parallel fo far , as ro make 
every thing come within it, or to force any 
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ſtrained Alluſions, - but {hall only conſider 
ſuch things as are both obvious and eahie, 
It is well known, that when we had got ow 
of the Houſe of Bondage, rhe neighbouring 
Nations began to be afraid of us, they com: 
bined againſt us, to enflave and deſtroy us ; 
they had their falſe Prophet more entirely at 


their commana, than Balaam was at Balak's, 


who was, of his own accord, ready enough 
co curſe us : he needed no Hire to be per- 
ſwaded to it, his own Intereſt was deep 


enough engaged in it. Ir is true, his Thun- | 


ders were. {pent in angry and lofty words, 
without the deſigned effe&t : Wars were in: 
deed raiſed within and without, and a migh- 
ty League was formed above an Age ago, 
which went on with great ſucceſs for ſeye 


ral years, till it had its Criſis in 88, and 
then a Fleet, armed with all that either the Þ 


Bleſſings or Curles of that Sec could add to 
it, came againft us, while we ſeemed tobe 


as Sheep numbred out to the Slaughter, or, ] 
at leaſt, appointed to be Slaves ; bur all this | 
Storm went over, and in it we had many | 


occaſions, that invited us to reflet on the 


_ 


Righteoulnc!s of the Lord ; when all that I 


Scene 
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\ Scene of Curſes was ſpenr and' turned on 


them. that had denounc'd them againſt us : 
Then the open Methods of Enmity proving, 
ſo unſucceſsful, ſecreter Practices were thought 
the ſafer :: We were curſed, and: devoted to 
endleſs Deſtruction, ſo that nothing was 
thought roo bad for us ; and by a ſucceſſion 
of many Conſpiracies, the Life of that Great 
Princeſs, upon which our Safety then depen- 
ded; was'fruck at ; moſt. of thoſe were well 
laid, many of them were almoſt quite ripe, 
when by unlook'd-for Accidents and Methods: 


they were: diſcovered ; Ar laſt a Deſign was 


laid, in which there was acomplicated Train 
 ofall the Miſchief chat could poſlibly be done 


| usin one minute 3 and even that was brought 


ſo.near its conclufion, that had not the ten- 


 derneſs of a Siſter prevailed: over her zeal 
| for her Religion, to: the -preferving her Bro- 
ther, as 15 generally believed, the greateſt 
and happieſt Nation in Enrope, had become, 
in 2-moment, the moſt miſerable. How 


far this-was concerted among the Balaks and: 


| Balaams of that 'time, we do not certainly 
know : But, a Cafe of this nature-being pur 
[by one of [their Writers ſome years: before, 


1: 
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in a printed} Book, ..and-- determined © in the ff d 
Negative, Thar a ,Priett was bound not t ff the 
reveal -any ſuch deſign, if dilcovered: ro him ſþ the 
:1n Confeſſion; gives a ſhrewd . indication, þ ha 
-charviv wasxken projected  amotig: a fart of þ on 
Men, who have never. ſeemed guilty ofthe Þþ thi 
leaſt rendernels of, Nature, when Hercfie wx cac 
-1n: the cafe; Bit when':their Cutles prove rio 
-harmlets:- things, © and -theiri-Deligns were: fi. Di 
ral only to themſelves, . 21d to. rhidir Frieads; f net 
then they fell on new Methods, which bing ga) 
indeed ' Caladed better. with: them. .. OnÞ nf 
zhas been(the dividing bs\among our . ſclvefþ onl 
:2nd: the: engaging us into; fuch murual quarF anc 
-reliings, that their afſiftance might!be alwas and 
ſome way cr other- rieccflary to the : PatyſÞ un! 
that was depreſt. T has, chonghthey themſelhaff ala 
jiwere: the moſt. incon{yderable Party in'thff ſen 
Nation, yer they have {61 managed them car 
ter by Mifiing ſides, as their © Intereſts ke fall 
them to it; that they who could not hav} oar 
ſtood ir: out by their»owen ftrengeh, : yer by {try 
Hoining. themſelves to thoſe: who:needed {uif lon 
an acceſſion, and. were-:willmg to ſuppor} To 
themſelves by ir, came not only, to preſent 
themlelves, but to make'/a mnch: more conf me: 

ſiderabl} -..: 
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ierable Figure among us, than how: 
thole' their Praices and, our own Folſhies, 
hey could ever have. pretended to. They 
had Art enough on. the one hand to make 
ane fide_ maintain vigorouſly ſome indifferent 


| thing3, walle. they could en the other hand 


eagage the other to as obſtinate an oppoli- 


| tion-ro them : ,They, knew well, chat in this 


Diſpute, which ſide. ſfoever loſt, they muſt 
needs gain,. both. by, the weakenirig thar it. 
gave Us, and, by. the advantages that ic fur- 


| niſhed ham: For, while we grew afrail 
| only of one another, and angry only ar oac 
| another; they: were ;no -more. lookt - after 3 
is and ſo they had opportunities ro work fo long 
under ground and unobſerved, that they had 
| almoſt quite undermined us be fore we were 
 kofible of our. danger,;; And when they.could 
| conceal ir no longer, but that the Mask-muſt 
| all-of, they even” then could fo far work on 
| onr mutual Animoſities as to make us In- 
by Rryments for doing half their work : while 


> fg 4-4 


Fools; inthe deſtroying, our - Givi Canis, 
2nd: others, who had complained of the for- 
wer, had yet no fooner an opportunity ofe- 


red 
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red them, than they truck in to overthrow 
all the Security” that we had for our Rh. 
gion, under the pretence of enjoying a To- 


leration, when the price of it was the own | 


Ing A Diſpenſing Power, that mult- needs 


have devoured- all in a little time. - So that | 


bech ſides have deferved by Torns this Re 
proach ; That our Enemies could manage 
their. Paſſhons ſv, as to graft their own De- 
 figns on them, and to make them grow our 


of them; only with this difference, Thar the | 
laft deceived. are certainly the more inexcu- | 


ſable, fince they had ſeen and cenſured other 


mens Errors, and yet fell into the ſame Follies | 
thenifelves, when the 'Deſigns were become | 


more barefac'd ; and, by conſequence , Er- 
rors of that fort were the more Criminal, 


This we have all felt, ſo leng, thar it maybe | 


| "8 þ _—_ FP PL 
now 'reaſonably expected, thatthe Experienc 


of paſt-times, and the publick'and folemn Pro- | 


miſes that were made in the late Diftreſs, 


mould now bring vs to a right tempet, | 
and, 'that we ſhould/now- join all our Forces 
rogether, for'we ſhall have occaſion for our | 


whole ſtrength, while 'we ſtruggle with ſuch 
powerful and vigilant Enemies, | 


—_ . 


But | 
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Bur chOſeobed Artifiee: avhich cormes 
ares ro-that in my-Texr, has been'tio lefs 
tuecesfur ro They; than Fatal to Us & and 
char'is, 'T ip vitiactagall our Nottors' of Re- 
lgion; - and thexorrupting the Morats'of the 
whole Nation. Iris plain' that they 'Hovphc 


 it:wasa goed ftep to bring us over to their Re- 


lyion, once to make us have none of owur own. 
Tie Morilizy cat! never beara Relipion thac 
diſſolves all -Duries, and diſpences with'all 
Obligations; nor can a'feaſe of Religion, 
once rightly awak*ned, bear the impoſrtions of 


| Tyranny,Superftition, and Infallibility: There- 
| forevir was neceſfary for them. ro ptopagite 
| Atheiſm among ys, lince men thathad no Re- 
| ligion could eafily be broughtrs profeſs that 
| which is next to none, and that agreed beſt 
wich their. Intereſts, And this't y carried 
| ow-In-: one reſpe&- very avowedly ; $5 for: ;t 


their Books they ſtadied' plainly 6 rove”, 


| That men could haye no Certainty for "the 
| Chriſtian Religion,  unleſs-they rook it on 
their word; and ſo they ſet t jentſelyes to 
| weaken the force-of all thoſt Arguments by 
| whichthe Truth ofthe Chriftiatt Faith is pt6- 

red, and to- pur the whole Authority of it 
D 


upon 
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upon the Teſtimony. of the! Church: Th, | 
was no {mall comfort to. the Atheiſts, wy | 
from the common ; Principles: of | Sealo oY | 
the uoreafonablenels of believing 'or ſubmit. 
ting implicitly.cotheAuthority of the Church, F 
 .and ſo-were glad to be told that' this was all | 


the Evidencethat could be brought for Chri 
ſtianiry it ſelf. 


- But the debauching our Morals, was tha | 
which ſeemed chiefly. neceſſary for the con | 


pleating - their Deſigns ; and in this their 
Agents had too much matter ro work upon, 


The folly and hypocrifie of ſome, thar inthe | 
late Times ;had given great Advantages Y | 


gainſt the profeſlion of Religion,was a handle 


= they failed not to make uſe of, to ren- | 


der all ſecret Prayer, the reading he Scrip- 


rures, and the obſervation of the Lord's Day, 
46 gether with-all the ſhews of Piety, ridics | 
= Morality was -thouight the effect of a | 


mean Education, and of 'a narrow Mind; 
True Piety-, was deſpiſed as a Cant; The 


Rrictneſs of Virtue, the fidelity tothe: Vowed | 


Marriage, : Chaſtity,” and) Sobriety' were put | 
out. of countenance, as. ſigns of x11-breeding, | 


or of a, weak and ſuperſticious temper. |: 


look'd | 
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ok'd big and Rallant co Jaugh/ar-Religion, 


to-delpite: the \Worthip. of - God , *O affront 


| thoſe that Miniftred in Holy. Things, and to 


ſet up:for ther molt ayorved Diſorders ian-that 


| Day which is dedicated: ro. the Workhip-:of-, 
| God. |. The: open practice of :the -blackeſt; 
Vices, was a good ſtep to aſſure a man of 


their favour, and to make. him.paſs;for. one 


' on whom+they could-depend.,> Inſtruments - 


of Vice were ready to carry:omi: the: Deſign -- 


| and, as if we had been to be drawn to their / 


Idolatry by the ſame ſort of perſons that-were 
ſentin by Balak to.corrupt the Tſraalites, their 


| Balaks had likewiſe their (Hoabityh Women 
| toſend among us; which was: practiſed | al- 
| moſt as _barefacedly as when: Zimri brought 
| 10 Cosb; before the door of the Tabernacle in 
| the face of the whole Congregation. 


.This was.a Train that being once laid, and 


| having taken fire, could-not but prove fatal 
| toa Nation that is but too apt to be corrupt- 
| ed; and the effects of it we feel to this day : 
| For Vice having over-run us ſa. entirely as 
once it did, we cannot be ſoon freed from ſo 


infectious a'Diſeaſe ; which; whereſoever ic 


| once takes root , drives it ſo deep, that it 


D 2 cannot 
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cannot be ealihy:extiepared., : When a Nation 


15 ONCE given up.bo pleature,, and-ro a.profule.: 


nels of: living,: to talſhood. aid Freachery, 
at ro: alk:the- arts of. .ditlembling: and«ſup. 
planting'ione another; ar: mult+ be the. work 
of ks eriogrann bagk to. a decent! 
Ftugality” and::Sobriety., to an exadtneſs of 
Eruth; and -aidtriceaets. of Virtue. Name 
witt-be long of. cheyde of Phealure and 11; 


cereſd ip thete things boing foen loapned, 1ahÞ 


{0aFUE everiengot 3 19399 Dit SY 11.95 , 
2 Ocret adoe-reflettion onal! xhefo thinks, 


wemubrone athaftpoiwmow theRightooul. | 
nefs of + therdtuord'; God has hfkppoicdeed dhe! | 


Comchls fone Brottier, bind :magealdaheir Djs 
DING Way They have: beeniakemnd in. hp 
ojph Coaft,- and inthe Net: wich theyolaed for us 


they reiadb 22 Spirivet Gaddandſsandv kifatu- 


ati6aiſeenigdits heveibeen potnedisntmpen. | 
them), 1 2nced norrepSat Things what naft: 
Albefrelfvigall your memanie, andliafpe | 
vw3ll 'be: ({d5:Foab © i. {er we'mublt 8ver ack ow: | 


l6dg6thibWwe omelout Proferratiabind De. 


13 GPMARD HGH maore ito: FheiuFsl by. ,:Thahs 


& Milowh Wibdom. When we were bro- 
HIS ITS ken 
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ken.ro-pteces, they uled Arts on delignindeed 
ta divide us. further, but they helped to re- 
concile us : When we were guilty, even to 
madaeſs, of believing every Promiſe that 
they made-us, they took care to let us ſee 
how/Jitle regard they themſelves had toan 

of then, When we could not believe thar 
they would break any of our Laws, they 
broke through them all at once, and ſhewed 
us. what. feeble- things either, Promiſes or 
Laws ate, when Hereke ftands in.their way. 


Andthus God in his jult and righteous Judg- 


ments {uffered them 41o far to,precipitate all. 
matters, that: they ruined their-own dehigns 
by:ther-over-griving them. 


a "hs p 


-:Wemultchave acknowledged thatGod had 


been juſt and nighteons, -#f he: had delivered - 


ns 'OVET 25 prey: unto them, - We had by. our 


tbatewpr of the-Gbipel;; and-by.the- all uſc 


we had;ymade-of all-hbis-Mercies, and-of all 
formet: Deliverances, proveked hita to. calt 
as.off.; .and when: we -confider the. extreme - 
Mabotics.inro which he bas caſtocber Church- 
bs, 'tbe:lbog Oppraſlion,, and the hard fixyg- 
gle: through which Sceilord has pals'd ,, and 
bae: pabgs: in vobich roland conmtmucs fill, be: 
| ug. | 
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ing now a Scene of Blood and Miſery, 'and. 
like to be ſo yet for ſome time, if we donot 
more effectually interpoſe tor bringing their 
Deliverance to a quicker Concluſion ; - and if 
we compare with all this, the geatle Viſitation 
that we have had,and that has paſs'd over us in 
{o ealte and harmleſs a manner, that few broke 
their fleep, or interrupted their method of 
living foric : We muſt, in our reflections on 
theſe things, change the {ignification of the 


word Righteouſneſs, and inſtead of 'ufing it in 


the ſenſe that imports /tri& Juſtice, we mult 
take it in the other that imports Mercy and 
Goodneſs ; for who can refle&t on theſe Two 
Fifths of November; without adoring the riches 


_ of God's Mercy and Goodneſs to us in them 


both 2 The former was in it ſelf a great 
Deliverance, but its Conſequences were not 


ſo ſignal as might have been expected. If 


thar curſed Train had wrought the deſigned 


Effect, it had been indeed the moſt fatal Blow 
that ever was given: but after all, the 
Nation, 'tho' caſt by it into a moſt dread- 
ful Convulſion , wonld probably have had 
ſtrength enough to have recovered it ſelf; 
the Crime would have been revenged , > 
| the 
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"the Nation for ever purged from all ſuch In- 
| fkcuments of Cruelty, The Circumſtances 
.of the Diſcovery, and the Judgments of God 
on the Conſpirators, had particular Chara- 
| ters of | his Righteouſnels in them, as the 
| prevarications and denials of the Criminals 
hadalſo their Characters of that curſed Schovul 
in which they had learned the depths of Sa- 
tan. The whole thing was ſuch a Contexture 
of the Wickedneſs of Man on the One hand, 
and of the Mercy and Goodneſs-of God on 
the Ocher, as is indeed without an Example 
 intheFliſtories of former Times. 
| . But without derogating from the Bleſſing 
| of ſuch a Wonderful Preſervation, it may 
| be affirmed, That as the Danger which'we 
| lately run was greater, ſo-by Conſequence, 
| the Deliverance which had its beginning this 
| day, 1snot only the freſher Bleſſing;: and ſo 
| the more ſenſible to us ;. bur is likewiſe: the 
| more Important in it ſelf of the two. The 
| Gunpowder-Treaſon was a Perſonal thing, bur 
| the late Conſpiracy wasNational :' The for- 
| mer tl 


| and ſome of the Branches of the:Royal Fa- 
| mily, but the latter was againſt the Crown 
+» it 


led at che perſon-of one King, 
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it ſelf; by which one half of that Anthoriy 
that beiongs toir, was to have been ſurren. 
.dred up to. Reme,- and the. other half muſt 
have become tributary to Fraxce.. © Our Re- 
ligion muſt indeed have ſuffered highly by 
the one ; but it was to have been quite ex- 
tirpated by the other. A great many had 
periſhed in a quick and (ſudden fire by the 
one; whereas the end of the other would | 
have been, that we muſt all have languiſh- F_ . 
ed in ſuch ſlow fires as Inquifitors might have 
made for us, or under the ſtudied Cruelties 
of Dragoons, according to the French Pat- 
tern, if we would not have conſigned opr 
ſelves over to Everlaſting Burnings, by r& |... 
nouncing our Rel! ion, Laws and Lis 
berties might have Fifored in the One, tho' 
Spain at thar-time was not in a condition tg 
have made ſo great a Conqueſt : Bur all 
muſt havegone now, when they had ſo vaſt i 
a'Power ſo near them as France is, to have 
ſupported and compleated that Deſtruction 
of our Liberties which 'was fo baxefacedly 
begun, | and that hadalready made-fo great a 
progreſs among us. Fn 7 


And 
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': And when I havenamed France; 1 have:ſfaid 
all that is neceſlary to give/you' a Compleat 
[deaof the Blackelt Tyranny over Mens Con- 
ſciences, Perſons, and Eſtates, that can:pofſibly 
| Þbe imagined, where every Thing that the 


Power, and of a Severity that has no mix- 
| tures either of Truth or Goodneſs to govern or 

allay it; and by which Subjects are treated 
" FE with as much Cruelty, ' as Enemies are with 
” PBaibarity ; Thar has broke..rhro all thar is 
 FSicred among Men, and: has bid Defiance both 
toHeaven and Earth. This isa ſhort view of 
that from which we are now a ſecond time 
&livered. - I need not enlarge on the particu- 
lar Chara&ters of the Hand of God! in our 
Deliverance. Theſe were too. vifible not to 
tave been obſerved by all Men, and they are 
jet too freſh in our Memories to beforgotten 
by any ; bur that which: few are apt either to 
&& on, or to remember, is the Deſign of 
aven in all this, tharſo. we may underſtand 


—_1 -- $$ > 
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of the Lord in it. - + | 
. | Ve had by our Sins, and our Diviſtons, 
rought our ſelves very low, wehad provoked 


0d, and irritated one another, therefore he 
E has 


Subject poſſeſſes is at the Mercy of a boundleſs 


Iſs loving Kindneſs, EO well as the Righteouſ- 
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basirmade us. to:les ind feebrhe Effefts bok of 
ea Sins. and: Folltes, that. ſa we may kf jo 
knought. te repent of the ane;. and:to con i ui 
+ Lets ther) reſolye-to: tar to God yp} wi 


eartieft; and:nor: ta\provoke! hin awy: mon, f the 
leſt if we ftix ug-his Wrath. again. agzinft os fþ ov 
his Diſpleaſure break out upon us un as ten; if to 
ble a manneras-has been. hitherto: again'aulf to 
again defigmed-by! aur Enennies,: bur: {til pw ff Gc 
vemed by his watchful Providence... -. Þþ anc 
| Ketus grow aftiamedot thole Yices: which ha 
| Have (o@ difpiriced: ard cournpied: the: Natiog ff us! 
that we:were both fac for Deſtradtion, and hf ai 
made our ſelvesan;eaty: Prey” ro our Enemis if _.. 
being: {b« fhametully: degenerated: fron thefj} die 
Vertues ofguy Anccitors, . Eettus compouleoufij aac 
Mindsto fofxer 'Ehoughtsob one! anorher, tuff Ba 
thoſwAnimoſtieembich have ariden from foref De 
(malb DiverſttiesimOpinions and Cerentonis if doi 
ray;beallayed,. and:thar.we may make lifþ Fa 
Oblervationyonicher Rnatbicesof: aurrfinemity itt 
as brom theſes ta form mghter' Judgmens df 61 
Things, and ſo come to ſack temperae'Rs loy 
ſolutions; as to love one -another:; as lealk, if ft 
we-cannot be:{o:wiſe; orfohappy: as to: agrt 


alll our Differences;. 


And 
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Andi letue inal motaipamianiar marines; re- 
ace inthe Gaodneſs at God).who now gives 
athe-bopexat happy, Days, under: the: Man: 
whom he ks. made ho- ſtrong for. Hlanjak, 
whe hemade folk the Infirumenc:of ſaving 
the beſt Church and People upon Earth aftes 
our own, and who now again bas been put on 
| topreſerve and @ſcue ns, as iF.he were born. 
| to be the Deliverer and Darling of Mankind. 
| God be bleſled for it, we have now a King 
| and Queen, whole Examples we hope ſhall 
have asigreati an-lnfluence.qver_ us. for. making 
| ustruly Good, as their Government has for. 
Sing us calf; Mapp ſi 
.. Let us then ftudy robe Poaccable and: Obe- 
| denrro\thenr;, and chankful'ro-Godfor there; 
and; then; we: need nos fear what: either: the 
Baliks or the;Balaams,.: that/are. contriving.our 
Peſtraion;, artd} conflilting; che Methods; of 
doing it, .can project orſeron fooragain(t us: 
Farif we. are atipeace withiGod;. and: united 
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courſe: of Bleffings- which: Mas hitherto: fol- 


{et over us, ſhall not be interrupted, bur by 
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| carried on, till both the Balak that is now ſer: 
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tHorme, We, ny, afſiue.ous felves,, chat the. 
lowed Him, whom God in his Providence has- 
2 plorious Progrels of Triamphs ic {hall be- 
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A Sermonbeforetbe Lox Ds 


on:our:Deftruction; ſhall: fall-before hind 
thoſe Balaams that divine for her, and thi 
propheſy falſly, be put to confuſion : Whig 
God of his great Mercy grant, for the "gli 
of his. great Name, through Jelus Chull 
Amen. +2 | 'g 
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FINIS....» 


a. 


Books lately primted for Ric. Chiſwell. 


WM 'Do&rine of Non-Refiſtance, or Paflive Obedience no wa by 
cerned in the Controverſies now depending berween the Willa 
and the Facobites. : | ; 
Jacobi UWfſerii Armachani Archiep, Hiſtoria dogmatica Controverſie int Of 
daxos &r Pontificios de Scripturis & Sacris Vernaculis, nunc | priemum 4 
Acceſſerunt Ejuſdem diſſertations de Pſeudo-Diomſit ſcriptis, & de Epiſtaly 
Laodicenos ante bac medite, Deſcripſit,, digeſſit &* notas - ater; 4 "10% 
pletavit Henricus Wharton, A. M. R. Archiep. Cantuar. 4 Sacris Dome 
© A 'Diſcourſe concerning the Unreaſondbleneſs of a new Separtnl 
Account of the Oaths. With an Anſwer to7he Hiſtory of . P affive Obdlllh 
A Diſcourſe concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion © in 
Zeruſalem-Chamber, Ofob. 10. 1689. | rr, = ml 
* Faſciculus Rerum expttendarum & ſugiendarum cum Appendice (undery 
ro be Printed upon Subſcripricn, by Richard. Chiſwell) is now finiſhed; 
will be ready for dehvery on che 2 5th day of this inſtant. November, ab 
Roſe and Crown-in St. Paul's Church-Yard; to which-place all Subfcy 
are deſired to (end un cheir ſecond Paimenr, and their Acquitrances thy 


Firſt. 


C——  — — ——  — ____ww_ _—_ 


